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SUBJECT: GOS TO PROVIDE PATROL BOATS AND TRAINING TO MALAYSIAN 
NAVY 

1 . A SHORT BUT INTERESTING DEBATE ON SWEDISH ARMS EXPORT 
POLICY WAS PLAYED OUT IN THE SWEDISH PARLIAMENT ON MARCH 18 
WHEN COMMERCE MINISTER BURENSTAM-LINDER DEFENDED A 
GOVERNMENT DECISION LAST NOVEMBER TO SELL FOUR MODERN 
SPICA-CLASS PATROL BOATS TO THE MALAYSIAN NAVY AND 

TO TRAIN APPROXIMATELY 200 MALAYSIAN OFFICERS AND CREW IN 

SWEDEN TO OPERATE THE BOATS. EARLIER THIS MONTH, A 

COMMUNIST MEMBER OF THE TIKSDAG, OSWALD SODERKVIST, HAD DIRECTED 

AN INTERPELLATION TO THE GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT 

SALE OF THE BOATS AS A VIOLATION OF SWEDISH REGULATIONS 

GOVERNING ARMS EXPORTS. THE BOATS ARE TO BE BUILT IN THE 

KARLSKRONA SHIPYARDS AT A COST OF 240 MILLION KRONOR 

AND DELIVERED BY JULY 1979 AT THE LATEST. THE TRAINING 

IS BELIEVED TO HAVE ALREADY COMMENCED. 

2. ALL SWEDISH ARMS EXPORTS EXCEPT THOSE TO OTHER NORDIC 
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COUNTRIES AND "THE NEUTRAL STATES OF EUROPE" MUST BE 
LICENSED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND CAN BE SOLD ONLY TO OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS. LICENSES ARE NOT ISSUED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
REGULATIONS APPROVED BY THE RIKSDAG IN 1971, FOR EXPORTS 
TO COUNTRIES "PRESENTLY ENGAGED IN CONFLICT WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES," ENGAGED IN "INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS WHICH MAY 
LEAD TO ARMED CONFLICTS," "WHERE THERE IS INTERNAL ARMED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


UNREST," OR "WHICH, IT IS ASSUMED, WILL USE THE MATERIEL 

TO REPRESS HUMAN RIGHTS AS DEFINED IN UN 

STATUTES." 

3. IN PROTESTING THE SALE TO MALAYSIA, SODERKVIST HAD 
IMPLIED THAT THE "ARMED GUERRILLA MOVEMENT" AGAINST THE 
MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT CONSTITUTED A STATE OF CIVIL WAR IN 
THAT COUNTRY, AND THUS THE SUPPLY OF PATROL BOATS AND 
TRAINING BY SWEDEN SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS A VIOLATION OF 
THESE REGULATIONS. 

4. BURENSTAM LINDER, IN HIS REPLY, DENIED ANY VIOLATION 
OF SWEDISH REGULATIONS, STATING THAT THE "FEW REMAINING 
ARMED AND RIVAL GROUPS" IN MALAYSIA COULD NOT BE 
CONSIDERED TO CONSTITUTE "GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES." AS FAR 
AS GOS IS CONCERNED, HE SAID, THERE IS NO QUESTION OF 

A CIVIL WAR TAKING PLACE IN MALAYSIA. HE ADDED THAT 
THE BOATS WILL BE USED IN MALAYSIA'S ANTI-SMUGGLING 
EFFORTS, PARTICULARLY AGAINST NARCOTICS SMUGGLING AND 
PIRATE ACTIVITY ALONG THE LONG MALAYSIAN COAST, AND CONCLUDED 
THAT THE GOS WAS NOT PREPARED TO RECONSIDER THE SALE. 

5. IN A SUBSEQUENT INTERPELLATION, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY MP MAI-BRITT THEORIN HAS DEMANDED THAT MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE ERIK KRONMARK IUSTIFY THE SWEDISH NAVY'S DECISION 
TO TRAIN 200 MALAYSIAN OFFICERS AND CREW TO OPERATE THE 
BOATS. SHE CRITICIZED THE DECISION AS "NOT IN ACCORD WITH 
SWEDISH NEUTRALITY OR SECURITY POLICY OBJECTIVES." 
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6. COMMENT: SWEDISH ARMS EXPORT POLICY IS OFTEN SAID TO 
BE SUFFICIENTLY RESTRICTIVE TO ENSURE THAT COUNTRIES 
MOST IN NEED OF ARMS WILL NOT RECEIVE THEM, AT LEAST FROM 
SWEDEN. ANY ATTEMPT TO LIBERALIZE LICENSING PROCEDURES 
WOULD BE STRONGLY RESISTED IN THE RIKSDAG BY SUCH ANTI- 
DEFENSE IDEOLOGUES AS THEORIN AND SODERKVIST AND MANY 
OTHERS AS WELL. WHILE THE NON-SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT 
ELECTED LAST YEAR HAS NO PRESENT INTENT IN THIS 
DIRECTION, IT PROBABLY WOULD NOT OBJECT TO INCREASED ARMS 
SALES TO PRESENT PURCHASERS OR TO AN EXPANSION OF 
POTENTIAL RECIPIENTS AS LONG AS NEW CUSTOMERS ARE 
"ELIGIBLE." SWEDISH SHIPYARDS, INCLUDING THE KARLSKRONA 
YARD WHERE THE BOATS WILL BE CONSTRUCTED, HAVE 

BEEN HIT PARTICULARLY HARD BY THE CURRENT ECONOMIC 
DOWNTURN. THE MALAYSIAN ORDER AND SIMILAR ORDERS, 

THEREFORE, ARE UNDOUBTEDLY MOST WELCOME. DEFENSE MINISTER 
KRONMARK IS EXPECTED TO JUSTIFY TRAINING FOR THE 
MALAYSIAN CREWS IN THE RIKSDAG NEXT WEEK AS CONFORMING 
TO ARMS EXPORT REGULATIONS AND AS A LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE 
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TO THE APPROVED BOAT SALE. 

SMITH 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY ASSISTANCE, MILITARY TRAINING, NAVAL SHIPS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STOCKH01273 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 00-0642 
Format: TEL 
From: STOCKHOLM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770329/aaaaayxg.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 2c5620b3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3015728 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOS TO PROVIDE PATROL BOATS AND TRAINING TO MALAYSIAN NAVY 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, SW, MY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2c5620b3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



